
8 

 

NOTICE 

Sault Area Public Schools policy prohibits discrimination because of 

race, color, national origin, sex, religion, or disability. Any person who 

believes he or she has been discriminated against in any activity should 

immediately contact the Compliance Officer at Sault Ste. Marie Area 

Public Schools, 876 Marquette Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783, 

Telephone 906-635-6609. 

NOTICE 

Under the No Child Left Behind Legislation governing federally 

funded education programs, parents may contact the Sault Area 

Public Schools administrative office for information on the education 

and certifications of teachers and paraprofessionals who work with 

their children. The office is located at 876 Marquette Avenue, Sault 

Ste. Marie, MI 49783, Telephone 906-635-6609. 

Sault Area Public Schools 

876 Marquette Avenue 

Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783 
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Postal Customer 

FAFSA FRIDAYS—Fletcher Center @ LSSU—2-5 p.m. 
For more information, please see your counselor at Sault Area High School by calling 

(906) 635-3839, ext. 5821 for Susan Kenn (10 and 12 grades)  
or ext. 5822 for Susan Talentino (9 and 11 grades) 

Rivals Vs. Cancer 

 The annual Rivals vs Cancer game will be held on Tuesday, February 2, 2016 at the 
Sault Area High School gym beginning at 6:00 p.m. when your Varsity Blue Devil Girls 
take on the Lady Bays of Brimley in the annual game.  The girls game will then be 
followed by the two Varsity Boys teams from the Sault and Brimley competing in this 
annual event! 

 Let’s pack the gym for a great cause.  Players will be walking in honor or memory 
of friends and family who have been touched by this terrible disease.  Come out and 
support the cause and the kids! 

 T-shirts can be purchased for $10 at Sault Area High School, Brimley High School, 
and Das Gift Haus in Sault Ste. Marie.  ($3 additional for XXL or XXXL shirts) 
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 The construction projects made possible by the 
community’s support of the Safe. Secure. Connected. 
bond in May 2014 are nearly complete. On behalf of 
the students, the staff, and the entire district, thank 
you for supporting this effort. Because of this 
support, our students and staff study and work in 
much safer buildings. I appreciate the many positive 
comments I’ve received on both the improved safety 
and security measures put in place, as well as the 
additional instructional technology available to our 
students. Both the students and the teachers continue 
to amaze with their creative uses of the technology in 
classrooms throughout the district. Many of the 
buildings have had their Open Houses allowing 
parents and community members the opportunity to 
see the improvements. Those interested in taking a 
tour of any building should contact the building 
administrator to arrange a visit.  

 

 The winter weather has finally arrived, which 
means there are times we must consider canceling or 
delaying school if travel is deemed unsafe. We do not 
make the decision to cancel school lightly as the 
students need to be in school. I’m often asked how 
we make the decision to cancel or delay the start of 
school. The process begins daily at about 4:30 a.m. 
when we check the weather forecasts and radar. We 
also communicate with our neighboring districts, the 
County Road Commission, and law enforcement to 
learn about weather and road conditions. If by 5:45 
a.m. we feel we cannot transport the students safely 
to school, we make the decision to close or delay. In 
most cases, we will close instead of delay to allow 
for the snow plows to clean the roads and our staff to 
plow the parking lots. We notify local media and also 
send automated messages (phone, text, email) from 
our parent notification system to families and staff 
informing them of the closure or the delay. In 
addition to road conditions, we also consider closing 
school due to sustained, dangerous actual or wind 

chill temperatures. Finally, as we all know, predicting 
the weather is a difficult task. There are times when 
the weather deteriorates or improves after the 
decision to close or remain open, and this can lead to 
some confusion as to the decision. The decision to 
close or delay is made with the best information we 
have at the time. The district covers more than 300 
square miles and the weather can be terrible in one 
part of the district and fine in another. We consider 
the travel of the entire district when making the 
decision. Ultimately, the decision to close or not is 
based on whether we feel students can come to 
school safely, either by bus or family vehicle. 

 

 Sault Area Schools is proud to join the U.S. 
Coast Guard Partners in Education (PIE) program. 
More than 65 members of the Coast Guard stationed 
in Sault Ste. Marie have volunteered for the program 
which pairs Coast Guard volunteers and teachers 
throughout the district. The Coast Guard volunteers 
bring many different areas of expertise with them to 
the classroom. The program has four primary areas of 
focus: Advocacy/Advisory (e.g. advising on special 
projects like the science fair or serving on 
committees); Instructional Support (e.g. serve as 
guest instructors, assist in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math – STEM – instruction); 
Enrichment (e.g. create interactive lessons for  
students/staff, assist with extracurricular clubs); 
Extended Service (e.g. provide job shadowing 
experiences, sponsor tours, recognize outstanding 
students and staff). We thank the Coast Guard 
volunteers and look forward to this exciting new 
partnership! 

NOTES FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 

Dr. Tim Hall 

Superintendent of Schools 
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Sault High Happenings 

 To increase communication with parents, Sault Area High School and Career Center 
is now emailing weekly newsletters.  Entitled Sault High Happenings, each edition has a 
section dedicated to academics, career and technical education, and athletics.  If you are a 
high school parent, please ensure your email address is up to date with the school system 
so we can share the great things happening at Sault High.   

Middle School Student Council  

 In November, Middle School students collected food for Thanksgiving 
Dinners for area families. With the help of United Way, the Coast Guard 
and other area businesses were able to feed 65 families.  The SAMS 
Student Council headed the drive and with the Jr. WOW club and the 
Girls’ Lakers Volleyball team we were able to organize and box the meals. 
It was a LOT of work but working together made it fun and rewarding. 

 Also during November Student Council ran a coin drive for Homeless 
Awareness and raised over $200! 

 In December the students fundraised with Santa Grams. It was a fun 
way to say Happy Holidays!  

Happy Hands, Mitts of Love, and Master Mittens 

 Junior and Senior students in the Allied Health program at Sault Area Career Center made mittens to 
donate to organizations that service the elderly, children, and the homeless in their communities.  The students 
stated, “We feel the need to give back to the community because it supports students, the Allied Health 
program, and the schools.”   

     All of Mrs. Frush’s Allied Health classes participated in setting up their own business operation model 
which resulted in Happy Hands, Mitts of Love, and Master Mittens. Each student took an active role as 
administrator, materials management, plant production, midlevel professionals, or employees.  During the 
project, Allied Health students were focused on interdisciplinary team relationships, compromising, 
collaboration, financial management, and goal setting.  The students established mission statements for their 
model company.  One of which is “From the warmth of student’s hearts, to keep your hands warm, Mitts of 
Love’s mission is to provide mittens for everyone.”  The mittens were completed on December 18th  and were 
distributed the following week.  The students and Mrs. Frush wish to send a warm thank you to those who 
volunteered and donated materials for the project.   
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What’s Happening in STEM? 

 The objective of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Math) is for students to explore multiple integrated problem-based 
and project-based learning activities, mathematical and science 
inquiry learning tasks, and use technology to gain and display 
information.  

 With using K’NEX Education, students have been able to 
explore and investigate speed, distance, time, energy, patterns, etc. 
Students have been working on building and the creation of an 
Amusement Park.  

 During the Earthquake Tower Challenge, students were the 
structural engineers in charge of designing a new two-story 
building. Some requirements were the building must fit on the base, 
stand at least 36 cm tall, each story must support the weight of at 
least one rice bag weighing approximately 250 grams. 

“STEM makes you think harder with the stuff you build in this class.” – 7th Grader Adria VanLuchene 

“The second I first turned it on, I was so happy that it actually worked and I didn’t fail!” – 7th Grader Macy 
Pancheri 

“I would like to learn more about engineering.” – 6th Grader Danielle Dalgleish 

“STEM changed how I look at things because everything involves building.” – 6th Grader Tyler Gibbons 

 

Santa’s Annual Visit to Varsity Blues 

 Santa has come and gone! Students from Mrs. Suggitt’s Financial Marketing Class at the 
Career Center arranged for Santa to visit Varsity Blues during the first few weeks in 
December.  This is a tradition that has continued for over 30 years!  These students spent 
many hours preparing for his visit to make sure it was a wonderful time for every child.  
Students were responsible for costumes, decorations, photography, and even a special note 
from Santa for each child.  Children from local elementary schools and preschools joined in 
the fun. Twenty-nine classes attended, with over 580 kids being able to visit with Santa Claus, 
Mrs. Claus and the elves! They also got to enjoy cookies, coloring, and getting their picture 
with the big guy.  While they waited their turn, they were served cookies and punch provided 
by Sault Area High School’s Food Service Program.  The daily visits were a success!   

Financial Marketing students include: Hope Anderson, Ashlynn Armstrong, Trevor Bailey, Alicia 
Birkenhauer, Chase Bouschor, Silas Burke, Rubie Carr, Keaton Cook, Victor de Oliveira, Justin Fountain, Jill 
Jacques, Robert Kehring, Emma Kempfert, Alli Krupa, Jeremy Pallot-Behling, Tanner Reattoir, Abbey 
Reining, Brad Robinson, Abby Roque, Alexis Schaefer, and Jack Stoltz. 
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Business Professionals of America Win at Regionals 

 On January 8, 2016, 88 Sault Area Career Center Business Professionals of America (BPA) members 
competed at Regional Competition in Escanaba, Michigan at Bay College.  Out of the 88 chapter members, 58 
members placed in the top 4 in their individual competition or top 2 in their team competition. They will now 
go on to State Competition in Grand Rapids at the Amway Grand Hotel on March 17-20.  

 Business Professionals of America, is a career and technical organization for high school and college 
students, preparing them for careers in business, management, marketing, and information technology. The 
mission of BPA is to contribute to the preparation in the workforce through the advancement of leadership, 
academic, citizenship, and technological skills. Some of the competitions that students placed in were: 
Advanced Interview Skills, Legal Office Procedures, Video Production Team, Advanced Word Processing and 
Economic Research Project Team.  In addition, 15 students qualified for a Diplomat Torch Award.  Students 
needed to log 30 points in each of the torch categories (Leadership, Cooperation, Friendship, Knowledge, 
Patriotism, Service, Love, Faith and Hope).  Students receiving this award were: Torye Anderson, Michaela 
Cushman, Daniel Frechette, Trey Gardner, Ashley Gervais, Abby Hillock, Emily Lawson, Kristen Martinchek, 
Cody Mayer, Alison Molitor, Rebekka Ranta, Hailey Rath, Logan Salomon, Cameron Voss, and Autumn 
Woosley.  

 Members who qualified for State Leadership Conference are: 

Sophomore Members Junior Members Senior Members 

Freshman Members 

Ryley Alaspa Ashley Gervais Brianna Pine-Bennett 

Elaine Anderson Kaitlyn Goodman Trevor Quinn 

Hope Anderson Rilee Greene Eleanora Raffaele 

Nicholas Anderson Lauren Halvorsen Patrick Rambo 

Torye Anderson Joseph Harvey Rebekka Ranta 

Courtney Arbic Abby Hillock Hailey Rath 

Chelby Archambeau Amber Holappa Ella Rechner 

Logan Bailey Brenna James Sydney Rechner 

Trevor Bailey Emma Kempfert Vincent Rist 

Alicia Birkenhauer Alex-Michael Kittell Logan Salomon 

Hunter Brown Deana LaLonde Jacilyn Sanderson 

Payton Calder Rylee LaLonde Conrad Schmitigal 

Shanise Carlson Emily Lawson Jackson Stoltz 

Kaela Chambers Brooklyn Lipponen Melina Talentino 

Elayna Clow Emma Lussier Jaelynn Vert 

Michaela Cushman Cody Mayer Cameron Voss 

Victor De Oliveira Maddison Misiak Sara Waucaush 

Maddisyn Fegan Audrey O'Connor Caitlin Wilson 

Tori Gamelin Jeremy Pallot-Behling   

Trey Gardner Chad Pifer   
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Lincoln School Students Provide for Area Families 

 The Lincoln school students have been busy assisting families in 
need across our district. The students of Lincoln have participated in a 
can drive, coin drive, and helped pack bags for Christmas. Bags were 
packed based on family needs with items such as toiletries, clothing, 
outerwear and food pantry items. This project was made possible by 
all of the donations that have been provided by our generous 
community. Students at Lincoln, under the direction of Mrs. Carol 
McKay, sorted items, packed the individual bags, and distributed them 
to students in need in all buildings in our district. Any donated items 
that were not packed in the Christmas bags have been distributed to 
the food pantries and Clothes’ Closets across the district.  

 This project goes on throughout the school year to assist families in need. The out-pouring of generosity 
of our community is heart-warming. We are truly blessed to live in such a caring community that partners 
with our great school district to provide for area families in need.  

Financial Marketing Field Trip 

 Mrs. Suggitt’s Financial Marketing class took a field trip to Allstar Graphics on Oct. 22. Owner Heather 
Atkinson and her staff took time to show students all of the services Allstar provides to our community.  The 
Financial Marketing students are responsible for creating designs, ordering items to sell, and working in 
Varsity Blues throughout the year.  Students got a first-hand look at the process of producing a design, how a 
screen is created, and then printing it on a t-shirt.   

 Varsity Blues is located in the lobby of Sault High and is open Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays during 
lunches, 11:40 a.m. – 1:10 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pictured (left to right): Victor De Oliveira, Justin Fountain, Jeremy Pallot-Behling, Alexis Schaefer, Alicia 
Birkenhauer, Silas Burke, Abbey Reining, Jack Stoltz, Keaton Cook, Robert Kehring, Ashlynn Armstrong, 
Trevor Bailey, Alli Krupa, Rubie Carr, Tanner Reattoir, Hope Anderson, Jill Jacques, and Emma Kempfert.   

Missing from the photo: Abby Roque, Brad Robinson, and Chase Bouschor. 
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Middle School Computers 

 In December the 6th grade technology students did online research on a possible career, created an 
informational flyer, and presented the information to their classmates.  

 Jack Bachand said, “In technology we created Career Research 
flyers using Microsoft Publisher and careercruising.com. We took a 
matchmaker assessment to help us find a list of jobs that met our 
interests. Then we filled out an outline on Google Docs with the 
information about the job we picked with the job description, career 
path, earnings, and why we would like to do this job when we get 
older. Then once we finished the outline we used it to make a 
Microsoft Publisher flyer about the job we picked.  While doing this 
project I learned how to use Microsoft Publisher and I found a job 
that interested me.” 

 All of the students were able to choose something that interested 
them personally and design their own flyer. They completed the 
process on their own from the start at the matchmaker assessment to 
uploading the final product to our Google Classroom.  Their work is 
currently displayed in the hallway of our school. I am very proud of 
their hard work. It is great to see them deeply interested in projects 
that utilize our state-on-the-art technology. 

Leaf Book Contest 

 Each year, Chippewa Luce Mackinac Conservation District hosts 
an annual leaf book contest for 4th and 5th grade students who reside in 
Chippewa, Luce, or Mackinac counties. Students who participate need 
to collect and correctly identify at least 15 different leaves from native 
trees found in one of these 3 counties. 

 All participants receive a certificate for a free conifer tree 
redeemable at their spring tree sale. The 1st place winner receives a 
plaque presented at their annual dinner.  The 2nd and 3rd place winners 
receive ribbons. 

 This year all 3 top place winners in the leaf contest are students at 
Soo Township!  Ella Marchand earned 1st place, Alaina Frappier- 2nd 
place, and Hannah Maurer- 3rd place, Congratulations, girls! 

Malcolm Student Appreciation  

 Malcolm High School holds a Student Appreciation Day each quarter to acknowledge students for their 
hard work throughout the quarter.  The first quarter the Malcolm staff made Indian Tacos for all students.  On 
December 18th students enjoyed the morning skating, playing basketball, and volleyball at the Big Bear Arena 

for their second quarter reward.  Third 
quarter the Malcolm staff has plans to cook 
a wonderful breakfast for students while 
fourth quarter students will be honored at 
the annual May Student Appreciation Day 
Celebration.    

 Malcolm students have been working 
very hard both in the building and within 
the community and the staff is very proud 
to honor these accomplishments!        

Left to Right: Ella Marchand, Alaina Frappier, Hannah Maurer 
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December Happenings at Washington 

 December is a very busy month at Washington School! In addition to finishing math units, beginning 
science fair projects, and taking social studies tests, our Washington students had some exciting activities to 
enjoy. 

 Early in the month, on our “Fun Friday” students all over the school daydreamed about snow days, talked 
about books they’d curl up to read on a day off, and decorated snowmen and snowflakes with those book 
titles.  Another Fun Friday event was a book swap.  Students brought in a book or two from home to trade in 
with another student’s book.  Some children knew exactly what they were seeking—another “Michigan 
Chiller” or a different book by Jan Brett.  Other children browsed slowly, making sure to choose just the right 
book.  Every child bragged about what they got!   

 Our Reading Buddies program was started in December.  Students in upper 
grades partner with those in younger grades for some read-aloud time.  
Sometimes the older students read to the younger ones.  This helps them practice 
their reading skills on a forgiving audience and gain reading confidence.  It also 
teaches patience to the older kids.  Sometimes the younger children get to show 
off their new reading skills to an older student.  This is exciting to them and 
makes them proud of themselves.  Fifth graders from Mrs. VerHaagh’s class and 
kindergarteners from Miss Savoie’s class started the program this year.   Soon, 
other classes and grades will join in so all students can enjoy their reading break.   

 One morning, second grade students were treated to a pancake breakfast. Teachers Mrs. Weber and Mrs. 
Slater did the cooking and serving assisted by Ms. Barr (art teacher) and Mr. Slater.  With pancakes, French 
toast, fruit, bacon, sausage, and OJ, all bellies in the room were full and brains ready for learning all day!  

 Just before break, Mrs. Pace and Miss France's first grades celebrated 
Grinch Day. Students wore green or colored their hair green. Some sported 
"Cindy-Lou Who" hairstyles. Still others wore antlers like "Max the Dog."  But 
the costumes were just the foundation for a day of Grinch learning activities. 
Using games and stories, students practiced math and reading.  They listened to 
Dr. Seuss' famous book, How the Grinch Stole Christmas, and also watched the 
movie.  Movie treats included green popcorn and green juice!!  At the end of the 
day, they made a Grinch project and wrote about how they would have made the 
Grinch grin.  Academics, fun, and holiday spirit make a great combination!  

 Fourth graders in Mrs. Myton and Mrs. Olsen’s rooms visited Tendercare Assisted Living.  They 
delivered handmade cards to the residents and sang some Christmas carols.  This visit is a long-standing 
tradition for Washington students.  The residents love the visits with kids, and it is a valuable opportunity for 
our students to see service in action.   
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Student Council headed the drive and with the Jr. WOW club and the 
Girls’ Lakers Volleyball team we were able to organize and box the meals. 
It was a LOT of work but working together made it fun and rewarding. 

 Also during November Student Council ran a coin drive for Homeless 
Awareness and raised over $200! 

 In December the students fundraised with Santa Grams. It was a fun 
way to say Happy Holidays!  

Happy Hands, Mitts of Love, and Master Mittens 

 Junior and Senior students in the Allied Health program at Sault Area Career Center made mittens to 
donate to organizations that service the elderly, children, and the homeless in their communities.  The students 
stated, “We feel the need to give back to the community because it supports students, the Allied Health 
program, and the schools.”   

     All of Mrs. Frush’s Allied Health classes participated in setting up their own business operation model 
which resulted in Happy Hands, Mitts of Love, and Master Mittens. Each student took an active role as 
administrator, materials management, plant production, midlevel professionals, or employees.  During the 
project, Allied Health students were focused on interdisciplinary team relationships, compromising, 
collaboration, financial management, and goal setting.  The students established mission statements for their 
model company.  One of which is “From the warmth of student’s hearts, to keep your hands warm, Mitts of 
Love’s mission is to provide mittens for everyone.”  The mittens were completed on December 18th  and were 
distributed the following week.  The students and Mrs. Frush wish to send a warm thank you to those who 
volunteered and donated materials for the project.   
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What’s Happening in STEM? 

 The objective of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Math) is for students to explore multiple integrated problem-based 
and project-based learning activities, mathematical and science 
inquiry learning tasks, and use technology to gain and display 
information.  

 With using K’NEX Education, students have been able to 
explore and investigate speed, distance, time, energy, patterns, etc. 
Students have been working on building and the creation of an 
Amusement Park.  

 During the Earthquake Tower Challenge, students were the 
structural engineers in charge of designing a new two-story 
building. Some requirements were the building must fit on the base, 
stand at least 36 cm tall, each story must support the weight of at 
least one rice bag weighing approximately 250 grams. 

“STEM makes you think harder with the stuff you build in this class.” – 7th Grader Adria VanLuchene 

“The second I first turned it on, I was so happy that it actually worked and I didn’t fail!” – 7th Grader Macy 
Pancheri 

“I would like to learn more about engineering.” – 6th Grader Danielle Dalgleish 

“STEM changed how I look at things because everything involves building.” – 6th Grader Tyler Gibbons 

 

Santa’s Annual Visit to Varsity Blues 

 Santa has come and gone! Students from Mrs. Suggitt’s Financial Marketing Class at the 
Career Center arranged for Santa to visit Varsity Blues during the first few weeks in 
December.  This is a tradition that has continued for over 30 years!  These students spent 
many hours preparing for his visit to make sure it was a wonderful time for every child.  
Students were responsible for costumes, decorations, photography, and even a special note 
from Santa for each child.  Children from local elementary schools and preschools joined in 
the fun. Twenty-nine classes attended, with over 580 kids being able to visit with Santa Claus, 
Mrs. Claus and the elves! They also got to enjoy cookies, coloring, and getting their picture 
with the big guy.  While they waited their turn, they were served cookies and punch provided 
by Sault Area High School’s Food Service Program.  The daily visits were a success!   

Financial Marketing students include: Hope Anderson, Ashlynn Armstrong, Trevor Bailey, Alicia 
Birkenhauer, Chase Bouschor, Silas Burke, Rubie Carr, Keaton Cook, Victor de Oliveira, Justin Fountain, Jill 
Jacques, Robert Kehring, Emma Kempfert, Alli Krupa, Jeremy Pallot-Behling, Tanner Reattoir, Abbey 
Reining, Brad Robinson, Abby Roque, Alexis Schaefer, and Jack Stoltz. 
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NOTICE 

Sault Area Public Schools policy prohibits discrimination because of 

race, color, national origin, sex, religion, or disability. Any person who 

believes he or she has been discriminated against in any activity should 

immediately contact the Compliance Officer at Sault Ste. Marie Area 

Public Schools, 876 Marquette Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783, 

Telephone 906-635-6609. 

NOTICE 

Under the No Child Left Behind Legislation governing federally 

funded education programs, parents may contact the Sault Area 

Public Schools administrative office for information on the education 

and certifications of teachers and paraprofessionals who work with 

their children. The office is located at 876 Marquette Avenue, Sault 

Ste. Marie, MI 49783, Telephone 906-635-6609. 

Sault Area Public Schools 

876 Marquette Avenue 

Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783 
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FAFSA FRIDAYS—Fletcher Center @ LSSU—2-5 p.m. 
For more information, please see your counselor at Sault Area High School by calling 

(906) 635-3839, ext. 5821 for Susan Kenn (10 and 12 grades)  
or ext. 5822 for Susan Talentino (9 and 11 grades) 

Rivals Vs. Cancer 

 The annual Rivals vs Cancer game will be held on Tuesday, February 2, 2016 at the 
Sault Area High School gym beginning at 6:00 p.m. when your Varsity Blue Devil Girls 
take on the Lady Bays of Brimley in the annual game.  The girls game will then be 
followed by the two Varsity Boys teams from the Sault and Brimley competing in this 
annual event! 

 Let’s pack the gym for a great cause.  Players will be walking in honor or memory 
of friends and family who have been touched by this terrible disease.  Come out and 
support the cause and the kids! 

 T-shirts can be purchased for $10 at Sault Area High School, Brimley High School, 
and Das Gift Haus in Sault Ste. Marie.  ($3 additional for XXL or XXXL shirts) 
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 The construction projects made possible by the 
community’s support of the Safe. Secure. Connected. 
bond in May 2014 are nearly complete. On behalf of 
the students, the staff, and the entire district, thank 
you for supporting this effort. Because of this 
support, our students and staff study and work in 
much safer buildings. I appreciate the many positive 
comments I’ve received on both the improved safety 
and security measures put in place, as well as the 
additional instructional technology available to our 
students. Both the students and the teachers continue 
to amaze with their creative uses of the technology in 
classrooms throughout the district. Many of the 
buildings have had their Open Houses allowing 
parents and community members the opportunity to 
see the improvements. Those interested in taking a 
tour of any building should contact the building 
administrator to arrange a visit.  

 

 The winter weather has finally arrived, which 
means there are times we must consider canceling or 
delaying school if travel is deemed unsafe. We do not 
make the decision to cancel school lightly as the 
students need to be in school. I’m often asked how 
we make the decision to cancel or delay the start of 
school. The process begins daily at about 4:30 a.m. 
when we check the weather forecasts and radar. We 
also communicate with our neighboring districts, the 
County Road Commission, and law enforcement to 
learn about weather and road conditions. If by 5:45 
a.m. we feel we cannot transport the students safely 
to school, we make the decision to close or delay. In 
most cases, we will close instead of delay to allow 
for the snow plows to clean the roads and our staff to 
plow the parking lots. We notify local media and also 
send automated messages (phone, text, email) from 
our parent notification system to families and staff 
informing them of the closure or the delay. In 
addition to road conditions, we also consider closing 
school due to sustained, dangerous actual or wind 

chill temperatures. Finally, as we all know, predicting 
the weather is a difficult task. There are times when 
the weather deteriorates or improves after the 
decision to close or remain open, and this can lead to 
some confusion as to the decision. The decision to 
close or delay is made with the best information we 
have at the time. The district covers more than 300 
square miles and the weather can be terrible in one 
part of the district and fine in another. We consider 
the travel of the entire district when making the 
decision. Ultimately, the decision to close or not is 
based on whether we feel students can come to 
school safely, either by bus or family vehicle. 

 

 Sault Area Schools is proud to join the U.S. 
Coast Guard Partners in Education (PIE) program. 
More than 65 members of the Coast Guard stationed 
in Sault Ste. Marie have volunteered for the program 
which pairs Coast Guard volunteers and teachers 
throughout the district. The Coast Guard volunteers 
bring many different areas of expertise with them to 
the classroom. The program has four primary areas of 
focus: Advocacy/Advisory (e.g. advising on special 
projects like the science fair or serving on 
committees); Instructional Support (e.g. serve as 
guest instructors, assist in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math – STEM – instruction); 
Enrichment (e.g. create interactive lessons for  
students/staff, assist with extracurricular clubs); 
Extended Service (e.g. provide job shadowing 
experiences, sponsor tours, recognize outstanding 
students and staff). We thank the Coast Guard 
volunteers and look forward to this exciting new 
partnership! 

NOTES FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 

Dr. Tim Hall 

Superintendent of Schools 


